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Trust is vital for society and for the global economy to function 
successfully and effi ciently given the fast pace of change in the world 
today. The economic crisis that began in 2008 continues to challenge 
us today in part due to (a) the diminished sense of trust between 
businesses and their stakeholders, and (b) the lack of trust in the data 
on which businesses report performance and make decisions. 

The performance of companies in the area of sustainable development 
is currently evaluated using the data provided on their website, in their 
Annual Report and in their Sustainability / CSR Report.

Rating agencies rework and interpret the elements provided using 
criteria and methodologies they have developed in-house to rank 
companies’ results. It is widely recognized that the approach adopted 
by rating agencies presents a number of signifi cant shortcomings. 

The book aims to illustrate the role and functionalities of a robust 
Global Sustainability Index (GSI) that overcomes these limitations and 
allows companies to be ranked in a transparent and pertinent manner.

Our goal is to build a global sustainability index to demonstrably 
increase trust in corporate and business sustainability data and, 
importantly, allow companies to be compared with others in the same 
sector driving consciousness and investment. In this way companies 
working to develop win-win scenarios can be clearly identifi ed (and 
recognized / rewarded) and those attempting greenwashing exposed.

To this end, the GSI will benefi t business leaders’ decisions as well 
as economic and political relations, and consequently the global 
economy – not to mention society as a whole.
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Philosophiæ Naturalis Principia Mathematica
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The Future of Corporate Reporting – creating the dynamics for change

Creating a truly global index that maps sustainability
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Conference Board Is Short-Term Behavior Jeopardizing the Future Prosperity of Business?
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Sustainability goes mainstream: Insights into investor views



 

11 
 

•

•

•

                                                            
From the Stockholder to the Stakeholder: How 

sustainability can drive financial outperformance

Governance Mechanisms and Equity Prices

The Link Between Job Satisfaction and Firm Value, With Implications for 
Corporate Social Responsibility

The Impact of Corporate Sustainability on 
Organizational Processes and Performance

Corporate social responsibility and shareholder reaction: The environmental 
awareness of investors
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Understanding the Performance of Sustainable Investment Strategies

Global Sustainable Investment Alliance Review 2014

Report on US Sustainable, Responsible and Impact Investing Trends 2014

Board Oversight of Sustainability Issues
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Insight: Future Trends in Responsible Investment - How asset owners are 
upping the ante with their agents. Asset Owner Survey 2015

Trends in Private Sector Climate Finance

The $2 trillion 
stranded assets danger zone: How fossil fuel firms risk destroying investor return
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Model Guidance on Reporting ESG Information to Investors:  A 

Voluntary Tool for Stock Exchanges to Guide Issuers

                                                            

Transitioning CSR from “nice to have” to “must have”

Sustainable consumption facts & trends: From a Business perspective
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L’Oreal Sustainability Strategy & Best Practices

Impact: Transforming Business and Changing the World
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Carrots and Sticks: Sustainability reporting policies worldwide – 

today’s best practice, tomorrow’s trends



 

18 
 

                                                            
(Mis)calculated Risk and Climate Change: Are Rating Agencies Repeating Credit Crisis 

Mistakes? 
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