Ex-head of Mandela fund ket t
Campbell diamonds for 13 years

Ractliﬁ'e hands uncut
gems over to police

By Simon Mundy -
in Johannesburg

Jeremy Ractliffe, former head of
the Nelson Mandela Children’s
Fund, kept uncut diamonds
given him by the model Naomi
Campbell for nearly 13 :years
before -handing them to police
this week, he said yesterday.

In her testimony to the war
crimes trial of former Liberian
president Charles Taylor on
Thursday, Ms Campbell said she
had received a pouch containing
upcut diamonds from two men
following a 1997 dinner hosted

- by Nelson Mandela, at whlch Mr
Taylor was present.
She said “she had later given

the - diamonds to Mr Ractliffe.

Prosecutors say Mr Taylor may
have received: the stones from
. Sierra Leone rebels in exchange
for weapons during that coun-

‘ try’:; c1v1l war. In a telephone

conversation with the Financial -
Times, Mr Ractliffe said he had
given the stones to pohce on
Thursday.

When asked whether this had‘

been prompted by watching Ms

Campbell’s testimony, he denied

it, saying: “When did she give
her testimony? I didn’t hear
Naomi’s evidence until 10pm; I
only saw it on Sky News later.”

He said he had given the
stones to the Directorate for Pri-
ority Crime Investigation - a
specialist unit that targets
organised crime and corruption.

Mr Ractliffe — chairman of

non-profit Jet Education Serv-

‘ices - confirmed that Ms Camp-

bell had given him “three small
uncut diamonds”. He accepted
them, fearing it would be illegal
for her to-take them out of the
‘country, he said..

Ms Campbell suggested they

could benefit the fund, he said,

“but I told her I would not

-involve the NMCF in anything '

¥

that could possibly be illegal”. ‘
He added he would be happy to

festify at Mr Taylor’s trial.

Peter ‘Leon, -a lawyer at
‘Webber Wentzef said: “Unpol-
ished diamonds can only be
dealt with by somebody who has'
a permit - there are very strict |
laws on diamonds going back to
the 19th century.”

But he doubted that Mr
Ractliffe would be prosecuted.’
“The legislation was aimed" at

_preventing people from dealing

in rough diamonds. What he did
was very dlfferent and he has al
good reputation.”

Founded in 1996, the NMCF is
among South Africa’s most |
respected - charitable organisa-
tions. - Wadim Schreiner of
Media Tenor, a research firm,
said the controversy was
unlikely to damage the NMCF’

- reputation.

Attempts to:contact the fund
for comment were unsuccessful.
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